In the first newsletter in this se-
ries, Catching the Vision, we
looked at the Creator of the vision
and gained some insights into
what the Bible teaches us about
God. We learned about the signif-
icant role the Bible, or the scrip-
tures as it is referred to in the Bi-
ble itself, plays in revealing God
to man. God inspired it, caused it
to be written, preserved it and
saw to it that its message was tak-
en to the very ends of the earth.

In one particular passage God re-
veals a great deal about himself in
the following words, “The
LORD, the LORD, the compas-
sionate and gracious God, slow to
anger abounding in love and
faithfulness, maintaining love to
thousands and forgiving wicked-
ness, rebellion and sin.” Exodus
34:6,7. This is only one of the

countless revelations God has
given us about himself in the
scriptures that reveal his nature
and invite us to get to know him
in a real and personal way.

By reading and studying the
scripture we not only get to know
what God’s vision for creation
was from the beginning, but we
also learn what he wants for us,
his creation; what he wants us to
do and to be. We learn in both
the Old and the New Testaments
the importance of love, the love
God has for his creation and the
love we should have for him.

In looking at this question of
love, we run headlong very quick-
ly into the question of the nature
of man which too often runs
counter to the nature and will of
God. Why is that so? What is it
about the nature of man that

makes him want to lean toward
wickedness, rebellion and sin? Is
this the way God created him
from the beginning? Is this in any
way a fulfillment of the wonder-
ful vision God has for us, a vision
that we want to capture and em-
brace and be part of?

In this newsletter we are going to
look at Man - The Subject of the
Vision. What does the Bible teach
about man: his nature, his mortal-
ity and sin? This is a somewhat
involved question but when stud-
ied carefully will present logical
answers to the significant number
of questions posed by some of the
concepts concerning the afterlife
and the spiritual world that are
existant in popular theology. This
examination will show the extent
to which these concepts are ill-

(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)

conceived, un-examined ideas or
outright false teachings not sup-
ported by the Bible at all.

Does man have an immortal soul
that is bound for an eternal re-
ward or punishment? This reward
is often pictured as a place of
eternal bliss where one strums on
harps for thousands of years. Or
on the other side, a place of eter-
nal punishment and torment
where a soul is punished for thirty
million years for the sins he com-
mitted during thirty years of life
on this earth. Does this sound like
the God of the Bible?

Another question often raised is
whether man is caused to sin by
an outside supernatural force op-
posing God’s will and desire for
man to act in accord with his
commands or does man’s desire
to sin stem from within his own
heart.

Since the focus of the vision is a
God ruled kingdom here on this
earth, established when the Lord
Jesus Christ returns, then it will
be good to examine from the
scripture what sort of person will
become part of this kingdom to
come. When Christ returns there
will be billions of people on the
face of the earth. This population
will age and die although the
scripture tells us people will live
longer. They will require re-
sources and the source of those
resources will not be significantly
different from what exists today.

The work of the kingdom will be
teaching, preaching and rulership
in a society still overcome by the
strength and sway of sin. That
will only change gradually. That
work of bringing about the
change will fall to those who are
accepted at God’s righteous judg-
ment, whether alive at Christ’s

coming or raised from the dead
when the the last trumpet is
sounded. This will be the work of
the glorified saints. This will be
the work of those who have
caught the vision and have recog-
nized that to escape the wages of
an eternal death that is the result
of sin, they have turned to the
Lord Jesus Christ, confessed and
repented of their sin, been bap-
tized and live to please the Lord
Jesus and their heavenly Father.

It is our prayer that the following
articles on the nature of man will
be enlightening and enhance your
relationship and understanding of
the creator of the universe who
gave his only begotten Son that
whosoever believes on him might
not perish but have eternal life.

* * * * *

“O LORD, what is man that you care for him...?”

O LORD, what is man that you
care for him, the son of man that
you think of him?

Man is like a breath; his days are
like a fleeting shadow. Psalm
144:3-4 (NIV)

In the previous newsletter we
considered what the Bible teaches
about God. From the very first
verse we are introduced to the
Creator of the Universe and
throughout the Bible we learn
about him. He is the one and on-
ly God, all-powerful, all knowing,
all wise, full of compassion, mer-
cy and love, the source of all. We
need to read the Bible continually
to learn more about him:

"For my thoughts are not your
thoughts, neither are your
ways my ways,"

declares the LORD.

"As the heavens are higher
than the earth, so are my ways
higher than your ways

and my thoughts than your
thoughts. Isaiah 55:8-9 (NIV)

It is through reading the Word of
God that we learn about God. We
cannot depend on our own
thoughts and ideas to know God.
God speaks to us through the
prophet Isaiah and tells us to con-
sider the difference between the
earth and the heavens. The earth
is finite, definable, and in a cycle
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of life and death. The heavens
are infinite--without end as is the
God who dwells there. This will
give us some concept of how dif-
ferent our thinking is from God's.

The Bible, however, is not just
about God. It is also about hu-
man beings. Sometimes it’s hard
to read the Bible because it holds
up a mirror sO wWe can see our-
selves as we are. The Bible
speaks truth even when we do not
want to see it or believe it. We
may not like the image that we
see. David did not want to hear
the words of Nathan the Prophet
when he said to him “You are the

(Continued on page 3)




“O LORD, what is man that you care for him...?”

(Continued)

(Continued from page 2)

man.”. (2 Samuel 12) Peter was
in anguish when Jesus looked at
him after he had denied him. He
went out and wept bitterly.
(Matthew 26:69-75) The people
on the Day of Pentecost were cut
to the heart when Peter told them,
not one but twice, that they had
killed the Holy One of God, (Acts
2). One of the main themes of the
Bible is to reveal to us our own
human nature, what is in our
hearts and our absolute need for
repentance and change. It’s not
something we like to think about
or dwell on but it is so necessary.
Only through true recognition of
the need for repentance, change,
and humility will anyone be able
to know the Creator of the Heav-
ens and the Earth.

What does the Bible teach us
about ourselves?

1) We were created in God’s im-
age to give him glory, to be his
children and then given the work
of caring for and subduing the
earth:

Then God said, "Let Us make
man in our image, according to
our likeness; let them have do-
minion over the fish of the sea,
over the birds of the air, and

over the cattle, over all the
earth and over every creeping
thing that creeps on the earth."
So God created man in His
own image; in the image of
God He created him; male and
female He created them. Then
God blessed them, and God
said to them, "Be fruitful and
multiply; fill the earth and sub-
due it; have dominion over the
fish of the sea, over the birds
of the air, and over every liv-
ing thing that moves on the
carth." Genesis  1:26-27
(NKJV)

And the LORD God formed
man of the dust of the ground,
and breathed into his nostrils
the breath of life; and man be-
came a living being. Genesis
2:7 (NKJV)

The Lorp God took the man
and put him in the Garden of

Eden to work it and take care
of it. Genesis 2:15 (NIV)

2) As with the other living beings,
man was made of the dust of the
earth. It 1s God’s life force that
brings life to all living beings:

When you hide your face, they

are terrified;
when you take away their
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“The Bible Hope”

breath, they die and return to
the dust.

When you send your Spirit,
they are created, and you re-
new the face of the earth.

May the glory of the LORD
endure forever; may the
LORD rejoice in his works —
Psalm 104:29-31 (NIV)

Man's fate is like that of the
animals; the same fate awaits
them both: As one dies, so dies
the other. All have the same
breath; man has no advantage
over the animal. Everything is
meaningless. All go to the
same place; all come from
dust, and to dust all return.
Ecclesiastes 3:19-21 (NIV)

3) When put to the test, man and
women chose their own desires
over their love for and trust in
God. The consequence of that
choice brought them death. In the
Garden where God placed the
first man and woman, there were
many trees. They were given the
commandment that they could eat
of every tree, including the tree of
life, but they must not eat of the
tree of the knowledge of good and
evil. This was a test for them,
which, of course as we all know,

(Continued on page 4)

We would like to send you a very helpful booklet entitled “The Bible Hope.” This little booklet con-
sists of fourteen essays, each essay looking at Bible Hope from differing perspectives and differ-
ent parts of the Bible. Strengthen your hope for eternal salvation with these powerful writings.

To receive a free copy of this book send your name and address to:
DailyBibleReader, P.O. Box 16070, Newport News, VA 23608
or e-mail info@dailybiblereader.com.
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“O LORD, what is man that you care for him...?”

(Continued)

(Continued from page 3)

they failed. With that disobedi-
ence came consequences—deadly
consequences. They were put out
of the Garden and no longer were
able to eat from the tree of life:

To Adam he said, "Because
you listened to your wife and
ate from the tree about which I
commanded you, 'You must
not eat of it,’

"Cursed is the ground because
of you; through painful toil
you will eat of it

all the days of your life.

It will produce thorns and this-
tles for you, and you will eat
the plants of the field.

By the sweat of your brow you
will eat your food until you
return to the ground,

since from it you were taken;
for dust you are and to dust
you will return." Genesis 3:17
-19 (NIV)

And the LORD God said, "The
man has now become like one
of us, knowing good and evil.
He must not be allowed to
reach out his hand and take
also from the tree of life and
eat, and live forever." So the
LORD God banished him from
the Garden of Eden to work
the ground from which he had
been taken. After he drove the
man out, he placed on the east
side of the Garden of Eden
cherubim and a flaming sword
flashing back and forth to
guard the way to the tree of
life. Genesis 3:22-24 (NIV)

Genesis chapter 3 tells us the full
consequence of Adam and Eve's
choice. Not only were they sent
out of God's garden, all of God's
creation on earth was subjected to
the cycle of life and death. In-
stead of blessings there would be
difficulties during life and then
would come death. By the grace

of God, the Bible does not stop
with Genesis 3. God is not fin-
ished with his creation. His pur-
pose will stand. The earth will be
filled with his glory and the curse
will be taken away. The process
of change and blessing is told in
the rest of the Bible.

I consider that our present suf-
ferings are not worth compar-
ing with the glory that will be
revealed in us. The creation
waits in eager expectation for
the sons of God to be revealed.
For the creation was subjected
to frustration, not by its own
choice, but by the will of the
one who subjected it, in hope
that the creation itself will be
liberated from its bondage to
decay and brought into the
glorious freedom of the chil-
dren of God. Romans 8:18-21

"The thoughts of our hearts..."

The pattern of temptation, disobe-
dience, and finally death is re-
peated over and over. According
to the Bible, temptation comes
from a deceitful, distrustful, diso-
bedient heart—our heart. Some-
times it’s called “the flesh™:

The letter to the believers in the
Ist Century written by James is
very clear about the source of
temptation:

When tempted, no one should
say, "God is tempting me." For
God cannot be tempted by
evil, nor does he tempt any-
one; but each one is tempted
when, by his own evil desire,

he is dragged away and en-
ticed. Then, after desire has
conceived, it gives birth to sin;
and sin, when it is full-grown,
gives birth to death. James
1:13-15 (NIV)

It was the heart of mankind that
was the source of such great vio-
lence at the time of Noah that
God decided to destroy everyone
but Noah and his family:

The LORD saw how great
man's wickedness on the earth
had become, and that every
inclination of the thoughts of
his heart was only evil all the
time. Genesis 6:5-6 (NIV)
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Thousand of years later at the
time of Jeremiah the Prophet the
indictment against the human
heart is the same:

"The heart is deceitful above
all things, And desperately
wicked; Who can know it?

I, the LORD, search the heart,
I test the mind, Even to give
every man according to his
ways, According to the fruit of
his doings. Jeremiah 17:9-10
(NKJV)

In the New Testament Jesus is
very clear that it is the heart that
(Continued on page 5)




""The thoughts of our hearts..."

(Continued)

(Continued from page 4)
is the source of trouble:

"Are you still so dull?" Jesus
asked them. "Don't you see
that whatever enters the mouth
goes into the stomach and then
out of the body? But the things
that come out of the mouth
come from the heart, and these
make a man 'unclean.' For out
of the heart come evil
thoughts, murder, adultery,
sexual immorality, theft, false
testimony, slander. These are
what make a man 'unclean’;
but eating with unwashed
hands does not make him
'unclean."" Matthew 15:16-20
(NIV)

Paul the Apostle is in agreement
although he wuses the words
"sinful nature" instead of heart:

The acts of the sinful nature
are obvious: sexual immorali-
ty, impurity and debauchery;
idolatry and witchcraft; hatred,
discord, jealousy, fits of rage,
selfish ambition, dissensions,
factions and envy; drunken-
ness, orgies, and the like. I
warn you, as I did before, that
those who live like this will
not inherit the kingdom of
God.

From Genesis through the rest of
the Bible it is not a pretty picture.
The heart is full of everything that
is against the character and pur-
pose of God. It is naturally full of
self instead of full of God. The

flesh, that is the human heart,
produces immorality, idolatry,
etc. No wonder the end result or
consequence of the works of the
flesh is death. God has given us a
choice to obey or not, to live or
not but those who continue to dis-
obey will not continue to live.

For the wages of sin is death,
but the gift of God is eternal
life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Romans 6:23 (NIV)

The lesson of the consequence of
faithlessness and disobedience is
repeated over and over again in
the Bible history:

Only faithful, obedient Noah
and his family are saved
from the destruction of a
violent and disobedient
generation.

Sodom and Gomorrah are de-
stroyed because of wick-
edness—only Lot and his
children are rescued.

After God saved Israel from
slavery in Egypt, the gen-
eration over 20 died in the
wilderness because of re-
bellion, idolatry, and
faithlessness--they ~ were
afraid and wanted to re-
turn to slavery in Egypt.
Only Joshua and Caleb of
that generation survived
and entered the promised
land because of their trust
and faithfulness.

Over and over again in the
history of Israel God
sends prophets to warn of

coming destruction and
captivity because of the
Israelites' idolatry, wick-
edness, and lack of faith.

Finally, a nation that should
have known better killed
the Son of God because of
jealousy, anger and ha-
tred. They had been given
a covenant of life, promis-
es of future blessings, and
the law and oracles from
God. But all these things
did not stop the evilness
of the human heart.

The end result of choosing our
own desires instead of choosing
to love God is death. It is separa-
tion from God--the source of all
life and love. As the Bible history
reiterates, God does destroy the
wicked and rebellious, but he
gives hope to those who choose to
know him, to trust him, to love
him, and to be his people. His
purpose for his creation will
stand. His words will not return
to him void:

“...remember that at that time
you were separate from Christ,
excluded from citizenship in
Israel and foreigners to the
covenants of the promise,
without hope and without God
in the world. But now in Christ
Jesus you who once were far
away have been brought near
through the blood of Christ.”
Ephesians 2:12-13 (NIV)

Jim McCotter "All Scripture is God-breathed and He doesn't waste His breath"

Abraham Lincoln "I believe the BIBLE is the best gift God has ever given to man. All the good of
the Savior of the world is communicated to us through the Book. But for it, we could not know right

from wrong.
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"Create in me a pure heart, O God."

We all remember the testimony of
the gospel records that the reli-
gious leaders, the Pharisees,
priests and lawyers, were Jesus'
foremost enemies. Jesus knew
the source of their hatred...he put
his finger right on the problem
and to point it out he quoted from
the prophet Isaiah:

"Thus you nullify the word of
God for the sake of your tradi-
tion. You hypocrites! Isaiah
was right when he prophesied
about you:

"'"These people honor me
with their lips, but their
hearts are far from me.
They worship me in vain;
their teachings are but rules
taught by men."

Jesus called the crowd to him
and said, "Listen and under-
stand. What goes into a man's
mouth does not make him
'unclean,' but what comes out
of his mouth, that is what
makes him 'unclean." ..."Don't
you see that whatever enters
the mouth goes into the stom-
ach and then out of the body?
But the things that come out of
the mouth come from the
heart, and these make a man
'unclean.' For out of the heart
come evil thoughts..." Mat-

thew 15:6-20 (NIV)

Jesus knew that in order to con-
quer sin he had to get to the
source of the sin--the heart of the
matter so to speak. This was
nothing new. He learned this
from the Old Testament. In fact
the prophecies concerning the fi-
nal restoration of Israel contain
the promise of a new heart for the
people:

I will give them a heart to
know me, that I am the
Lorp . They will be my peo-
ple, and I will be their God, for
they will return to me with all
their heart. (Jeremiah 24:6-7

I will give them singleness
of heart and action, so that
they will always fear me for
their own good and the good
of their children after them. I
will make an everlasting cove-
nant with them: I will never
stop doing good to them, and I
will inspire them to fear me, so
that they will never turn away
from me. I will rejoice in do-
ing them good and will assur-
edly plant them in this land
with all my heart and soul.
(Jeremiah 32:39-41)

"This is the covenant I will
make with the house of Israel
after that time," declares the

Free DVD offer

Lorp. "I will put my law in
their minds and write it on
their hearts. I will be their
God, and they will be my peo-
ple. Jeremiah 31:31

I will sprinkle clean water on
you, and you will be clean; I
will cleanse you from all your
impurities and from all your
idols. I will give you a new
heart and put a new spirit in
you; I will remove from you
your heart of stone and give
you a heart of flesh. And I will
put my Spirit in you and move
you to follow my decrees and
be careful to keep my laws.
Ezekiel 36:25-27 (NIV)

Notice from these verses that it is
God who will give a new heart to
his people and he will move them
by his power to serve and love
him. David realized this in his
prayer of repentance in Psalm 51:

Hide your face from my sins
and blot out all my iniquity.
Create in me a pure heart, O
God, and renew a steadfast
spirit within me.

Do not cast me from your
presence or take your Holy
Spirit from me.

Restore to me the joy of your

(Continued on page 7)

INTRODUCING THE BIBLE

Karam Ram is a Bible reader living in England and with the help of a few friends around the world,

answers two questions:

1. Why do people read the Bible?

2. Why are some people actually willing to suffer in order to read it?

To receive a free copy of this DVD send your name and address to:
DailyBibleReader, P.O. Box 16070, Newport News, VA 23608

or e-mail info@dailybiblereader.com.
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""Create in me a pure heart, O God." (Continued)

(Continued from page 6)
salvation and grant me a will-
ing spirit, to sustain me.
Psalm 51:9-12 (NIV)

When we join David in this pray-
er that God will create in us a new
heart and a willing spirit, how
will God bring that about? To
help answer this question, take
some time to read and meditate
on these thoughts:

"Come to me, all you who are
weary and burdened, and I will
give you rest. Take my yoke
upon you and leam from me,
for I am gentle and humble
in heart, and you will find
rest for your souls. For my
yoke is easy and my burden is
light." Matthew 11:28-30

One of those listening was a
woman named Lydia, a dealer
in purple cloth from the city of
Thyatira, who was a worshiper
of God. The Lord opened her
heart to respond to Paul's mes-
sage. Acts 16:14

No, a man is a Jew if he is one
inwardly; and circumcision is
circumcision of the heart, by
the Spirit, not by the written
code. Such a man's praise is
not from men, but from God.
Romans 2:29

"Therefore let all Israel be as-
sured of this: God has made
this Jesus, whom you cruci-
fied, both Lord and Christ."
When the people heard this,
they were cut to the heart
and said to Peter and the other
apostles, "Brothers, what shall
we do?" Acts 2:36-37

I keep asking that the God of
our Lord Jesus Christ, the glo-
rious Father, may give you the
Spirit of wisdom and revela-
tion, so that you may know
him better. I pray also that the
eyes of your heart may be en-
lightened in order that you
may know the hope to which
he has called you... Ephesians
1:17-23

I pray that out of his glorious
riches he may strengthen you
with power through his Spir-
it in your inner being, so that
Christ may dwell in your
hearts through faith. And I
pray that you, being rooted and
established in love, may have
power, together with all the
saints, to grasp how wide and
long and high and deep is the
love of Christ, and to know
this love that surpasses
knowledge — that you may be
filled to the measure of all the
fullness of God. Now to him
who is able to do immeasura-
bly more than all we ask or
imagine, according to his pow-
er that is at work within us, to
him be glory in the church and
in Christ Jesus throughout all
generations, for ever and ever!
Amen. Ephesians 3:15-21

Woodrow Wilson "I am sorry for men who do not read the BIBLE every day. I wonder why
they deprive themselves of the strength and pleasure"

John Ruskin " Whatever merit there is in anything that I have written is simply due to the
fact that when I was a child my mother daily read me a part of the BIBLE and daily made me learn

a part of it by heart"

Start the New Year right by reading the Bible every day

Read the Bible daily on line

Soon to be available on mobile. Watch for notices.

Our website features a daily focus verse, two Bible readings and
some Bible background on readings for the day.

Our newsletter is also available online - present and past issues

www.dailybiblereader.com
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Don’t Miss

The Acts of the Apostles
Learn to read the Bible

Effectively Seminar

Jan 8th thru Mar 12th

See Pg. 1 for details

Daily Bible Readings for January, February and March
Read the Entire Bible in One Year

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH

Day Old Test New Test/Psa Old Test New Test/Psa Old Test New Test/Psa

1 Gen1,2 Matt 1 Exo 11,12 Matt 28 Lev 23, 24 Acts 24

2 Gen 3,4 Matt 2 - Exo 13,14 Psaim 9, 10 Lev 25, 26 Acts 25

3 Gen 5,6 Matt 3 Exo 15,16 Psalm 11,12 Lev 27, Provb 7 Acts 26

4 Gen7.8 Matt 4 Ex0 17,18 Acts 1 Provb 8-10 Acts 27

5 Gen 9,10 Matt 5 Exo 19,20 Acts 2 Num 1,2 Acts 28

6 Gen11,12 Matt 6 Exo0 21,22 Acts 3 Num 3,4 Psalm 19,20
7 Gen 13,14 Matt 7 Exo 23,24 Acts 4 Num 5,6 Romans 1

8 Gen 15, 16 Psalm 1,2 Exo 25,26 Acts § Num 7,8 Romans 2

9 Gen 17,18 Matt 8 Exo 27,28 Acts 6 Num 9,10 Romans 3
10 Gen 19,20 Matt 9 Exo0 29,30 Acts 7 Num 11,12 Romans 4
11 Gen 21, 22 Matt 10 Exo 31,32 Psalm 13, 14 Num 13,14 Romans 5
12 Gen 23,24 Matt 11 Exo 33,34 Acts 8 Num 15,16 Romans 6
13 Gen 25,26 Matt 12 Exo 35,36 Acts 9 Num 17,18 Romans 7
14 |Gen 27,28 Matt 13 Exo 37,38 Acts 10 Num 19,20 Romans 8
15 Gen 29,30 Psalm 3,4 Exo 39,40 Acts 11,12 Num 21,22 Romans 9
16 Gen 31,32 Matt 14 Provb 3,4 Acts 13 Num 23,24 Romans 10
17 Gen 33,34 Matt 15 Provb 5,6 Psalm 15,16 Num 25,26 Romans 11
18 Gen 35,36 Matt 16 Lev1,2 Acts 14 Num 27,28 Romans 12
19 Gen 37,38 Matt 17 Lev3,4 Acts 15 Num 29,30 Romans 13
20 Gen 39,40 Matt 18 Lev 5,6 Acts 16 Num 31,32 Romans 14
21 Gen 41, 42 Matt 19 Lev7.8 Acts 17 Num 33,34 Romans 15,16
22 Gen 43, 44 Psalm 5,6 Lev 9,10 Acts 18 Num 35,36 Psalm 21,22
23 Gen 45, 46 Matt 20 Lev 11,12 Psalm 17,18 Provb 11,12 Psalm 23-25
24 Gen 47, 48 Matt 21 Lev 13,14 Acts 19 Provb 13,14 Psalm 26-28
25 |Gen 49, 50 Matt 22 Lev 15,16 Acts 20 Provb 15,16 Psalm 29,30
26 Provb 1,2 Matt 23 Lev 17,18 Acts 21 Deut1,2 Mark 1

27 Exo1,2 Matt 24 Lev 19,20 Acts 22 Deut 3,4 Mark 2

28 Exo 3,4 Matt 25 Lev 21,22 Acts 23 Deut 5,6 Mark 3

29 Exo0 5,6 Psalm 7,8 Deut7,8 Mark 4

30 |Exo7,8 Matt 26 Deut 9,10 Psalm 31,32
31 Exo0 9,10 Matt 27 Deut 11,12 Mark 5

Follow the daily readings on the web:
www.dailybiblereader.com Make it a habit!




